IN THE NAME OF JESUS, SAVIOR OF THE WORLD,
WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS!!
May His Word strengthen your faith in Jesus Christ and your love for Him.
We celebrate Holy Communion on the second and fourth Sundays and the preceding
Thursdays. We practice close communion and invite guests to speak with the pastor before
coming to the Lord’s Table.
If you would like to know more about our congregation or Risen Savior Lutheran School,
please sign the Worship Register in your pew or use the contact information found below.
Also, you are invited to take a copy of the monthly calendar, available in the narthex — or ask
an usher for a copy.
Come join us for worship again soon!
The NURSERY is available for parents with small children who may be restless during the
service and is located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Please use at your discretion.
Thank you for returning the toys to the tubs.

QUIET BAGS, filled with items and activities for children, are available on the rack near the
Nursery door.
A RESTROOM is located in the narthex just past the nursery (on your left when exiting the
sanctuary).

FEBRUARY 4, 2018
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPHIPHANY
The season of Epiphany highlights the appearance (ἐ̟ιφαίνω) of the Son of God as the Savior of the whole world—
both Jew and Gentile. Since he had come hidden in flesh, recognizing Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of God required
revelation. From John’s Baptism to the Father’s booming voice, God revealed the truth about Jesus to the world: this
son of Mary is the Son of God, come as the Christ. The Father’s testimony about Jesus bookends the season. From
the glory of his baptism at the beginning of his ministry to the glory of his transfiguration at its culmination, the voice
of the Father declares what flesh had hidden from the world: This is my Son!
Welcome to all who have joined us for worship today. We pray that this service will be a blessing to you.

PASTOR KEITH SIVERLY
ST MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
502 West 7th Street
Mankato, MN 56001
www.stmarksmankato.com

RISEN SAVIOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL
502 West 7th Street
Mankato, MN 56001
www.risensaviorlutheranschool.com

Pastor Keith Siverly
388-2013 (Office), 507-382-7679 (Cell)
stmark@hickorytech.net

Principal Jason Rupnow
507-388-6624 (School), 507-341-4578 (Home)
principal@rslsmn.com

St. Mark Mission: To Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known
St. Mark Vision: A Welcoming Family of Believers, Sharing God’s Word.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

CONFESSION OF SINS

OPENING HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

STAND

Minister (M): The grace of our Lord (╬) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation (C): And also with you.
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PSALM OF THE DAY
The Congregation is asked to sing all parts of the Psalm—both the verses and refrain.

Psalm 103

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see
and our ears to hear. Help us to believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and
do the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Praise the LORD, O my soul.*
all my inmost being, praise his holy
name.

as far as the east is from the west,*
so far has he removed our transgressions
from us.

He forgives all your sins*
and heals all your diseases;

Refrain

he redeems your life from the grave*
and crowns you with love and
compassion.

BE SEATED

Refrain
The LORD is compassionate and
gracious,*
slow to anger, abounding in love.
He does not treat us as our sins
deserve*
or repay us according to our
iniquities.

As a father has compassion on his
children,*
so the LORD has compassion on those who
fear him;
for he knows how we are formed,*
he remembers that we are dust.
Our days are like grass, like a flower of the
field;*
the wind blows over it and it is gone.
But the LORD’S love is with those who fear
him*
from everlasting to everlasting.

For as high as the heavens are above Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
the earth,*
and to the Holy Spirit,
so great is his love for those who fear as it was in the beginning,*
him;
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Refrain Tune: From The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress.
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THE WORD
Job 7:1-7

FIRST LESSON
7
2
3
4
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“Do not mortals have hard service on earth?
Are not their days like those of hired laborers?
Like a slave longing for the evening shadows,
or a hired laborer waiting to be paid,
so I have been allotted months of futility,
and nights of misery have been assigned to me.
When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up?’
The night drags on, and I toss and turn until dawn.
My body is clothed with worms and scabs,
my skin is broken and festering.
“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,
and they come to an end without hope.
Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath;
my eyes will never see happiness again.

HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Supplement (blue hymnal)

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719971

SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
16 For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe
to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not
voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. 18 What then is my
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reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not
make full use of my rights as a preacher of the gospel.
Paul’s Use of His Freedom
19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to
win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those
under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law),
so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not
having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as
to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have
become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do
all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.
HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

STAND

(The congregation stands and speaks words of acclamation out of respect for the words of Christ, our King.)

GOSPEL LESSON
Mark 1:29-39
Jesus Heals Many
29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of
Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they
immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her
up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them.
32 That

evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demonpossessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had
various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons
speak because they knew who he was.
Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place
35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to
look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”
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38 Jesus

replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach
there also. That is why I have come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in
their synagogues and driving out demons.
New International Version (NIV)Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)
SERMON
TEXT: Mark 1:29-39
THEME: Jesus’ Miracles have a Purpose
STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
The members of St. Mark have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community and around the world, and our
offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor this morning, you are welcome but not obligated to give an
offering.
STAND
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EPIPHANY
M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into
our world to save us from sin and death:
C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came
preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:
C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of
salvation to those doomed to death.
M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the
good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our
own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope:
C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.
M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve
you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and
far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort
those who mourn:
C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in
the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting
song of triumph.
C: Amen.
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (╬) give you peace.

12

CLOSING HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Supplement (blue hymnal)

THANK YOU to the Mar1n Luther College Worship Band members for helping to enhance
our worship today!
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